
April 23, 2018

The Honorable Ryan Zinke 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W.  
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Secretary Zinke:

 On behalf of the coalition, please accept my thanks for your recent comments  
on the nation’s offshore wind energy potential (“American energy dominance means  
Massachusetts wind,” April 16).

 The coalition states and many other states have reaped substantial economic, 
environmental, and resiliency benefits from the growth of wind energy.  With supportive 
policies at both the state and federal levels, we look forward to expanding these benefits to 
more states through offshore wind development.

 Nationwide, land-based wind now supports over 100,000 jobs – from manufacturing 
to construction to operation and maintenance and support services.  Nearly 90,000 MW 
of wind capacity is now operating in the nation, contributing over 6 percent of the nation’s 
electricity.  All states now enjoy wind-related employment – from the construction of steel 
platforms in Louisiana for the nation’s first offshore wind installation to testing of advanced 
wind turbine components in South Carolina.  

 Offshore wind is progressing rapidly in Europe, and by the end of 2017, total  
installed capacity reached nearly 16,000 MW.  However, offshore wind energy  
development in the U.S. has only just begun.  Two years ago, Rhode Island took the  
historic step to stimulate private sector investment by building the nation’s first  
commercial offshore wind farm. Several coastal states have announced procurement  
goals, including Massachusetts (1,600 MW by 2027), New York (2,400 MW by 2030),  
New Jersey (3,500 MW by 2030), and Maryland (250 MW).

 Your recent speech in New Jersey, where you announced the sale of two new  
lease areas off the coast of Massachusetts and a call for comments on additional proposed 
lease areas off the coast of New York, adds to the market optimism for offshore wind de-
velopment. Your leadership in this area will help make offshore wind a critical pillar of the 
nation’s energy future.
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 The resulting economic development potential for the nation’s coastal states from Maine to  
Texas and Oregon to Hawaii is enormous. The U.S. Department of Energy projects some 22,000 MW  
of offshore wind by 2030, representing private sector investments in excess of $50 billion and supporting 
over 85,000 jobs.1

 Despite this progress and prospective economic benefits, continued offshore wind development 
faces ongoing challenges in siting and permitting, and in public outreach to accurately convey the  
full spectrum of wind’s relative costs, benefits and other impacts.  In addition, continued technology 
advancement is needed to enable the development and commercialization of larger, more efficient wind 
turbines for offshore applications, as well as lower-cost foundations and floating platforms for offshore 
wind.  With the Administration’s and your support, the states and the nation can finally realize the  
enormous economic and environmental benefits of offshore wind energy development.

 The interest that your public comments have generated presents an opportunity for that  
collaboration.  We would like to discuss a possible White House Offshore Wind Energy Development 
Summit co-hosted with the U.S. Department of Energy and focused on offshore wind’s progress,  
prospects, and development issues.  The aim of the summit would be to identify federal-state cooperative 
approaches that enable ongoing expansion of offshore wind energy with continued economic  
development benefits for the states and the nation.  Your staff can contact me at 402-51-2948 and  
larry@governorscoalition.org to discuss summit possibilities.

 Thank you again for your thoughtful comments.

Sincerely,

Larry Pearce 
Executive Director

cc: Member Governors
The Honorable Doug Hoelscher, Special Assistant to the President and Deputy Director  
of Intergovernmental Affairs, White Office of Intergovernmental Affairs
The Honorable Francis Brooke, Special Assistant to the President for Energy and  
Environmental Policy
Bryan Kellogg, U.S. Department of Energy
Steve Smith, U.S. Department of the Interior

1Wind Vision: A New Era for Wind Power in the United States; DOE/GO-102015-4557 (April 2015)


