
January 12, 2017

The Honorable Asa Hutchinson 
Governor of Arkansas 
State Capitol, Suite 250 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Governor Hutchinson:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Jerry Brown 
Governor of California 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Brown:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable John Hickenlooper 
Governor of Colorado 
136 State Capitol 
Denver, Colorado 80203-1792

Dear Governor Hickenlooper:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Jack Markell 
Governor of Delaware 
Tatnall Building, William Penn Street, 2nd Fl. 
Dover, Delaware 19901

Dear Governor Markell:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable David Ige 
Governor of Hawaii 
Executive Chambers 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Governor Ige:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Bruce Rauner 
Governor of Illinois 
207 State Capitol Building 
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Governor Rauner:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Terry Branstad 
Governor of Iowa 
State Capitol Building 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Dear Governor Branstad:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Matt Bevin 
Governor of Kentucky 
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Governor Bevin:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Larry Hogan 
Governor of Maryland 
Office of the Governor 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1925

Dear Governor Hogan:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Charlie Baker 
Governor of Massachusetts 
State House 
Office of the Governor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Governor Baker:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Mark Dayton 
Governor of Minnesota 
Governor’s Office 
130 State Capitol 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Governor Dayton:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and cleaNow more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo 
Governor of New York 
Executive Chambers 
State Capitol 
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Doug Burgum 
Governor of North Dakota 
Governor’s Office 
State Capitol 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505-0001

Dear Governor Burgum:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Kate Brown 
Governor of Oregon 
Office of the Governor 
State Capitol, Rm. 160 
Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Governor Brown:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
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lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Tom Wolf 
Governor of Pennsylvania 
225 Main Capitol Bldg. 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Dear Governor Wolf:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo
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Kansas  
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Maryland  
Gov. Larry Hogan

Massachusetts  
Gov. Charlie Baker

Minnesota  
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Washington 
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2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Dennis Daugaard 
Governor of South Dakota 
500 East Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070

Dear Governor Daugaard:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo

Chair

Kansas  
Gov. Sam Brownback 

Vice Chair
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Gov. Asa Hutchinson

California  
Gov. Jerry Brown

Colorado  
Gov. John Hickenlooper

Delaware  
Gov. Jack Markell
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Gov. Terry Branstad

Kentucky 
Gov. Matt Bevin
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Virginia  
Gov. Terry McAuliffe

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Terry McAuliffe 
Governor of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1475  
Richmond, VA 23218

Dear Governor McAuliffe:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.
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Chair
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas



January 12, 2017

The Honorable Jay Inslee 
Governor of Washington 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, Washington 68504-0002

Dear Governor Inslee:

 In our capacities as Chair and Vice Chair of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition, we look forward to working with you to advance America’s energy resources 
over the course of 2017. As the Governors of Rhode Island and Kansas, we join the  
eighteen other member states in thanking Governor Branstad for his tireless leadership 
as Coalition Chair, and congratulate him for his pivotal role in making Iowa the home of 
6,000 renewable energy jobs. We wish him great success as the United States Ambassador 
to China.

 In all, 2016 was a triumphant year for the nation’s wind and solar energy  
industries. In a number of states, production capacity for renewable energy increased  
exponentially; Kansas, for one example, produced three times as much onshore wind 
energy in 2016 than it did in 2011. By the year’s end, hundreds of thousands of Americans 
were working in wind and solar, and, in many states, renewable energy continues to  
deliver electric power for less than five cents a kilowatt-hour. That’s an American success 
story, one made possible by ingenuity and incredible collaboration, from federal research 
and development to state policy leadership and private sector investment. 

 2016 also saw the advent of a new chapter in the nation’s renewable energy story – 
that of offshore wind development – as Rhode Island’s Block Island Wind Farm went into 
service. We’re certain that the country’s first offshore wind facility is merely the beginning 
of an impactful period of development and progress.

 As a new Administration and Congress take office this month, we must continue 
to share the stories that speak to how renewable energy development became such an  
integral part of our states’ economies. We need to advocate forcefully for policy initiatives 
that will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development costs for  
the wind and solar industries as well as the electric utilities in our states. We need to 
support multi-state and regional approaches to transmission development, offshore wind 
development and energy storage, as well as streamlined permitting and siting on federal 
lands and waters, and increased federal research and development appropriations.

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo

Chair

Kansas  
Gov. Sam Brownback 

Vice Chair

Arkansas  
Gov. Asa Hutchinson
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Gov. Matt Bevin
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 Now more than ever, the Coalition and its member governors must disseminate a common 
and clear message: our states’ economic futures, independently and collectively, will be determined by 
the development of our renewable energy resources. We must come together to stress the importance 
of private sector wind and solar energy development and offer sound policy initiatives to ensure that 
renewable energy becomes a federal economic development priority.

 We hope to make the coming year as successful as the last, and will seize every opportunity to 
spread the Coalition’s message. Next month, we’ll be at the National Governors Association Winter 
Meeting in Washington, D.C. (February 24-27), and we hope to see you there. In July 2017, during 
the NGA Summer Meeting in Providence, Rhode Island, we will offer an educational boat tour of the 
Block Island offshore wind facility that we encourage you to attend.

 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our states 
and the nation. To that end, we welcome your participation in the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy 
Coalition. Please send the name and contact information of your staff designee to the Coalition’s  
Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo Sam Brownback  
Chair and  Vice Chair and 
Governor of Rhode Island Governor of Kansas


