
Dear Governor Branstad:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.
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Dear Governor Raimondo:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.
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Dear Governor Hutchinson:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.
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Dear Governor Brown:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor Hickenlooper:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Denver, Colorado 80203-1792 

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone  402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org

Iowa 
Gov. Terry E. Branstad

Chairman

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo

Vice Chairman

Arkansas  
Gov. Asa Hutchinson

California  
Gov. Jerry Brown

Colorado  
Gov. John Hickenlooper

Delaware  
Gov. Jack Markell

Hawaii  
Gov. David Ige

Illinois  
Gov. Bruce Rauner

Kansas  
Gov. Sam Brownback

Maryland  
Gov. Larry Hogan

Massachusetts  
Gov. Charlie Baker

Minnesota  
Gov. Mark Dayton

Montana  
Gov. Steve Bullock

New York  
Gov. Andrew Cuomo

North Dakota  
Gov. Jack Dalrymple

Oregon  
Gov. Kate Brown

Pennsylvania  
Gov. Tom Wolf

South Dakota  
Gov. Dennis Daugaard

Virginia  
Gov. Terry McAuliffe

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee



Dear Governor Markell:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.
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Dear Governor Ige:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor Rauner:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor Brownback:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.
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Dear Governor Hogan:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Governor of Maryland 
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Dear Governor Baker:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016

The Honorable Charlie Baker 
Governor of Massachusetts 
State House 
Office of the Governor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone  402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org

Iowa 
Gov. Terry E. Branstad

Chairman

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo

Vice Chairman

Arkansas  
Gov. Asa Hutchinson

California  
Gov. Jerry Brown

Colorado  
Gov. John Hickenlooper

Delaware  
Gov. Jack Markell

Hawaii  
Gov. David Ige

Illinois  
Gov. Bruce Rauner

Kansas  
Gov. Sam Brownback

Maryland  
Gov. Larry Hogan

Massachusetts  
Gov. Charlie Baker

Minnesota  
Gov. Mark Dayton

Montana  
Gov. Steve Bullock

New York  
Gov. Andrew Cuomo

North Dakota  
Gov. Jack Dalrymple

Oregon  
Gov. Kate Brown

Pennsylvania  
Gov. Tom Wolf

South Dakota  
Gov. Dennis Daugaard

Virginia  
Gov. Terry McAuliffe

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee



Dear Governor Dayton:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016

The Honorable Mark Dayton 
Governor of Minnesota 
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Dear Governor Bullock:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016

The Honorable Steve Bullock 
Governor of Montana 
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Dear Governor Cuomo:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor Dalrymple:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor Brown:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor Wolf:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Governor of Pennsylvania 
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Dear Governor Daugaard:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016
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Dear Governor McAuliffe:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016

The Honorable Terry McAuliffe 
Governor of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1475  
Richmond, VA 23218 

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone  402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Inslee:

 As the leaders of the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition for 2016, we  
look forward to working with you this year.  We thank Governor Inslee for his tireless 
leadership as the Coalition’s chairman. 

 We accomplished much last year.  Congress passed a 5-year extension to the  
production and investment tax credits, which has been a major objective of the Coalition 
for many years.  We advocated forcefully for a long-term extension, and both tax credits 
were extended by Congress and signed by President Obama as part of the omnibus  
appropriations bill in December.  The long-term extension — and the policy certainty  
it provides — will attract new renewable energy investments and lower development  
costs now that the wind and solar industries have a longer planning horizon.

 We also expanded the policy focus and Coalition’s work to include solar energy 
and changed the name of the Coalition to the Governors’ Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  
The addition of solar energy will strengthen the Coalition’s voice before Congress and the 
President on other important issues this year, such as national transmission development, 
energy storage, and research and development funding.  The wind and solar industries 
share a vision of diversified electricity generation, more stable electricity costs, rewarding 
careers in our communities, and cleaner air.

 For years, the nation’s coastal governors supported the policies that created today’s 
robust land-based wind industry.  The Coalition’s efforts have always included both onshore 
and offshore wind energy, and there remains tremendous opportunity and need to advance 
offshore wind development today.  We invite you and your staff to explore those opportu-
nities with us at the Governors’ Offshore Wind Energy Summit, which is scheduled for April 
21-22 in Providence, Rhode Island.  The meeting will also include a tour of the Block Island 
Wind Farm, the nation’s first coastal wind project.  More information on the meeting will be 
sent to you shortly.

 As governors dealing with many economic challenges, we share a conviction  
that our states’ economic future depends on how we develop our states’ renewable energy 
resources.  A focused, unified message from the nation’s governors that stresses the impor-
tance of wind and solar energy development and offers sound policy initiatives will help 
ensure that renewable energy is also a federal priority.

February 15, 2016

The Honorable Jay Inslee 
Governor of Washington 
PO Box 40002 
Olympia, Washington 68504-0002 

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone  402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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 Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic  
future of our states and the nation.  We welcome your participation in the Governors’ 
Wind & Solar Energy Coalition.  Please send the name and contact information of your 
staff designee to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry Pearce at 402-651-2948 or  
larry@governorscoalition.org.

Sincerely,

Terry E. Branstad Gina M. Raimondo 
Chairman and Vice Chairman and 
Governor of Iowa Governor of Rhode Island


