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May 26, 2015 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable John Boehner 
Majority Leader Speaker of the House 
U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives 
317 Russell Senate Office Building H-232 U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 

 
The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate U.S. House of Representatives 
522 Hart Senate Office Building H-204 U.S. Capitol Building 
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Speaker Boehner, Leader McConnell, Leader Reid, and Leader Pelosi: 

We are writing to urge you to support timely extensions of the renewable 
energy production and investment tax credits. We were pleased to see that the 
President’s Fiscal Year 2016 budget request recognized the importance of the 
production and investment tax credits to the nation’s energy future. We know there is 
strong bipartisan support for these incentives on Capitol Hill, as they are key 
components of a diversified national energy strategy. 

 
These tax credits have made possible the robust growth of the American wind 

industry and thousands of renewable energy jobs in recent years, with substantial 
economic returns to our states and the nation. But these gains are at risk today 
because ongoing federal policy uncertainty continues to hamper the further 
development of the nation’s wind industry. The passage late last year of an extension 
of the production tax credit (PTC), through 2014, was important, but more market 
certainty is needed to keep the industry growing strong. 

Our assessment of the Department of Energy’s recently-released Wind Vision 
report is that the domestic wind manufacturing industry is likely to stagnate over the 
next decade without the PTC.  We anticipate that wind energy will be truly 
competitive with traditional energy sources soon given innovation in the industry. We 
also believe it is important to recognize all the public policy benefits of wind energy, 
including a diversified energy portfolio, public health benefits, domestically-sourced 
energy, and others. We are also concerned that thousands of manufacturing jobs could 
be lost without stable federal policy. Enormous potential also exists in the 
development of our nation’s offshore wind energy resources, and the investment tax 
credit is a vital tool for our capturing that opportunity and further developing domestic 
renewable energy industries. 

Dear Chairman Cochran and Chairwoman Mikulski:

 We write to ask that wind energy be treated fairly and that the full committee 
reverse the subcommittee’s decision to hamper wind energy development in the federal 
fiscal year 2016 budget. 

 In May 2015, the U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee approved the fiscal year 
2016 Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill.  We commend the Committee’s 
support for investments in scientific research that supports our nation’s economic com-
petitiveness and helps build a clean and secure energy future.  However, we are concerned 
with the bill’s cuts targeting only wind energy research in the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) budget.  Like federal support for other renewable energy and fossil energy  
research, investment in developing onshore and offshore wind energy  is vital to the  
nation’s energy security and international competitiveness.  And we feel it is important  
that the federal budget is not biased against one type of energy.

 The nation’s long-term investment in research conducted by DOE’s energy pro-
grams, National Laboratories, our state universities, and private companies around the 
nation has helped fuel the extraordinary growth of the nation’s wind energy industry.  As 
governors, we see the benefits this innovative research has brought to our states, including 
energy diversification and continual wealth generation in rural America.  For example, 
DOE’s research has played a key role in reducing the cost of land-based wind energy by 
over 50 percent since the mid 1990s.  The steady progress in reducing costs and increasing 
performance of wind power has been aided by sustained research and development that 
continues to deliver substantial benefits to the nation.

 The U.S. Senate bill reduces investment in wind energy research and development 
by $61 million, compared to the FY15 level, even while it increases research funding for 
other renewable energy sources.  Curtailing this critical, innovative energy research would 
undermine the nation’s global competitiveness in renewable energy.  For example, the bill 
eliminates ongoing funding for advanced wind component manufacturing, grid integra-
tion, atmospheric modeling, and avian species mitigation and other activities necessary to 
advance both on-shore and offshore wind development in our states.

 Singling out DOE wind research for drastic cuts, while supporting research in  
other energy technologies, simply does not make sense.  Wind energy has traditionally 
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and deservedly received bipartisan support for continued wind development and deploy-
ment throughout the nation.  The terse language on wind energy in the bill conveys a mes-
sage that the U.S. Senate has summarily dismissed land-based wind power.  Given wind’s 
success to date and its extensive benefits to the nation — as quantified in DOE’s recently 
released Wind Vision Report — we believe that such a message is unwarranted.

 While the Committee’s support of offshore wind energy research is appreciated 
and critically important to the nation’s energy future, untapped opportunities for land-
based wind energy development are also important.  For example, initial DOE research 
indicates that land-based wind resources in the Southeast and other non-traditional areas 
can become cost competitive if the nation makes relatively modest research investments  
to support design, transport and installation of more sophisticated and taller wind  
tower technologies, and the development of new wind mapping and siting capabilities.  
Curtailing DOE’s wind energy research budget will result in lost economic opportunities 
for states in every part of the nation and hit rural America particularly hard.

 The bill also eliminates funding for grid modernization and other investments to 
integrate wind energy into the nation’s electrical transmission system.  These activities,  
in the DOE Wind Program, were funded at $4.8 million in FY15.  Elimination of this 
funding would further delay the development and transmission of renewable energy 
throughout the nation.  These critical electric transmission research programs, along with 
those administered by DOE’s Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, benefit 
not only wind power, but also provide more effective and reliable delivery of all electricity 
through the nation’s aging electric grid.  As DOE’s Wind Vision Report and Quadrennial 
Energy Review outlines, public and private investments in a strong and smart electrical 
transmission system are critical to moving the nation toward a more secure and efficient 
energy future.  And DOE’s Enabling Wind Power Nationwide study shows that advanced 
wind turbine technology is on the threshold of expanding wind development opportuni-
ties and benefits to all 50 states.

 As the Senate takes up the Energy and Water Development appropriations bill,  
we respectfully request that the funding for wind energy and related activities be restored, 
commensurate with last year’s level and balanced with the research levels of other energy 
sources.

 Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jay Inslee      Terry E. Branstad 
Governor of Washington     Governor of Iowa 
Chairman      Vice Chairman

cc: Members, Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development 
Members, U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
The Honorable Ernie Moniz, Secretary, U.S. Department of Energy 


