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November 3, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Ernie Moniz 
Secretary of Energy 
U.S. Department of Energy 1000 
Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20585 

 
 
Dear Secretary Moniz: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition was formed to address some of the 

nation’s most pressing needs — jobs, energy, and economic development — 
through the use of domestic renewable energy resources. As fellow policy makers 
and administrators, we share with you an interest in the development of the 
nation’s clean energy resources, especially wind energy. Unfortunately, the 
inadequacy of the nation’s existing high-voltage transmission system threatens to 
weaken state economic development and restricts the ability of wind energy to 
compete in energy markets across the nation. 

 
As an example of the steps the federal government can take to open wind 

energy markets, we write you today to urge you to take action under Section 
1222(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to promote high-voltage transmission 
facilities that will deliver wind power from power-producing regions to consuming 
markets. As you know, this authority provides for federal participation in the 
development and operation of electric transmission facilities in Southwest Power 
Administration (SWPA) and Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) states 
and can be an important tool in the development of the nation’s high-capacity and 
high-voltage national transmission system, which is vital to economic development 
and electricity sector fuel diversification in states throughout the nation. 

 
New high-voltage transmission lines can deliver significant amounts of 

new wind energy across different regions of the country - for instance, from the 
Oklahoma Panhandle to power markets in the southeastern United States. By 
utilizing Section 1222(b) authority to approve eligible projects policymakers can 
also send an important signal to the marketplace that the United States can 
successfully site and build major new high-voltage direct current (HVDC) 
transmission projects. 

 
Expanding and modernizing the nation’s domestic transmission system are 

essential components to revitalizing the nation’s economy and creating jobs. The 
nation’s electrical transmission system is as important to our states’ economic 
development today as the nation’s interstate highway system was 50 years ago. 



And, like the highway system, the nation’s high voltage network is aging. It was 
planned and built for more limited electricity markets and uses. It is inadequate for 
the electrical demands of our states’ modern information-based economies. A 
robust transmission infrastructure increases connectivity and provides a foundation 
for a competitive business environment that states can offer to businesses and the 
citizens they employ. 

 
The nation’s most cost-competitive wind energy resources will never bring 

value to our states’ economies or the nation’s unless we support the creation of a 
modern system to deliver that power to the marketplace. Long-distance 
transmission is often a critical link between these resources and the customers who 
want clean and less expensive energy without the damaging fuel price spikes of 
other electric generation resources. Building any infrastructure, especially electric 
transmission, is difficult and risky. However, not building new transmission lines 
is worse, depriving our states of the economic benefits of a cleaner, less expensive 
and more resilient electricity system. 

 
We respectfully request your utilization of Section 1222(b) of the Energy 

Policy Act of 2005 to promote high-capacity and high-voltage transmission 
development, and your continued support for the important electricity and 
transmission work undertaken by U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of 
Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability. Please contact us or Larry Pearce, the 
coalition’s executive director (402.651.2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org) if 
we can be of further assistance. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Dennis Daugaard Jay Inslee 
Chairman Vice Chairman 
Governor of South Dakota Governor of Washington 

cc: 

GWC Member Governors 
Members, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
Members, House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Honorable Sally Jewell, Secretary, U.S. Department of the Interior 
Honorable Gina McCarthy, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Honorable Cheryl LaFleur, Chairman, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
Honorable John Podesta, Counselor to the President 
Honorable Michael Boots, Acting Chairman, White House Council on 
Environmental Quality 
Honorable Pat Hoffman, Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of Energy 
Honorable Christopher Turner, Administrator, Southwest Power Administration 


