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The Honorable Mike Beebe
Governor of Arkansas
Governor’s Office
250 State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Dear Governor Beebe:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of California
State Capitol
1st Fl.
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor Brown:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable John Hickenlooper
Governor of Colorado
136 State Capitol
Denver, Colorado 80203-1792

Dear Governor Hickenlooper:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable Jack Markell
Governor of Delaware
Tatnall Building
William Penn Street, 2nd Fl.
Dover, Delaware 19901

Dear Governor Delaware:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable Neil Abercrombie
Governor of Hawaii
Executive Chambers
State Capitol
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Governor Abercrombie:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable Pat Quinn
Governor of Illinois
207 State Capitol Building
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Governor Quinn:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable Terry Branstad
Governor of Iowa
State Capitol
Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Dear Governor Branstad:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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The Honorable Sam Brownback
Governor of Kansas
Capitol Building, 2nd Floor
Topeka, Kansas 66612

Dear Governor Brownback:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Steve Beshear
Governor of Kentucky
State Capitol Building
700 Capitol Avenue, Suite 100
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Governor Beshear:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Martin O’Malley
Governor of Maryland
Office of the Governor
100 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-1925

Dear Governor O’Malley:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Deval Patrick
Governor of Massachusetts
State House
Office of the Governor
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Governor Patrick:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Rick Snyder
Governor of Michigan
Governor’s Office
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Governor Snyder:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Mark Dayton
Governor of Minnesota
Governor’s Office
130 State Capitol
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Dear Governor Dayton:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Steve Bullock
Governor of Montana
Governor’s Office State Capitol
P.O. Box 200801
Helena, Montana 59620-0801

Dear Governor Bullock:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Susana Martinez
Governor of New Mexico
Governor’s Office
State Capitol
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503

Dear Governor Martinez:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo
Governor of New York
Executive Chambers
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Jack Dalrymple
Governor of North Dakota
Governor’s Office
State Capitol
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Dear Governor Dalrymple:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Mary Fallin
Governor of Oklahoma
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd., Room 212
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Dear Governor Fallin:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable John Kitzhaber
Governor of Oregon
Office of the Governor
State Capitol, Rm. 160
Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Governor Kitzhaber:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Tom Corbett
Governor of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Bldg.
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Dear Governor Corbett:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington
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February 11, 2014

The Honorable Lincoln Chafee
Governor of Rhode Island
Office of the Governor
State House, Room 115
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Governor Chafee:

The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state polices 
that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation. As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some 2013 highlights, identify a few of our major challenges, and encourage your 
continuing support of this important work. Here are a few of last year’s major wind 
energy developments:
•	 While Congress allowed the wind energy Production Tax Credit (PTC) to expire 

when it adjourned at the end of 2013, there is growing support for an extension 
of the PTC. The Coalition’s efforts to elevate this important issue have enhanced 
chances of a satisfactory resolution in the coming months.

•	 Governor Terry Branstad announced Iowa’s — and the world’s— largest wind 
turbine order. MidAmerican Energy will install 448 wind turbines that will generate 
nearly $2 billion in economic development.

•	 The Coalition released its Renewable Electricity Standard: State Success Stories 
report. Several of our Coalition states are now calling for higher renewable 
electricity standards.  

•	 President Obama issued an executive order increasing the federal agency renewable 
energy use, including wind, to 20 percent by 2020. This builds on previous federal 
renewable energy goals set by President Bush in 2007. 

•	 The	nation’s	potential	offshore	wind	energy	resource	is	significant,	and	three	
proposals — Massachusetts’ Cape Wind project, Rhode Island’s Block Island 
Wind Farm, and New Jersey’s Fisherman’s Energy I project — are the closest to 
beginning construction. Construction will begin off the coasts of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island this year.

The Coalition held a strategy meeting in Washington, D.C. in December to help 
determine our top areas of focus for this year. Those areas include:
•	 Support	the	extension	and	refinement	of	the	wind	energy	Production	Tax	Credit.
•	 Inform all the nation’s governors about the importance of grid modernization and 

transmission development that supports state economic development opportunities 
and integrates higher levels of wind energy in the electricity system.



•	 Develop a Coalition statement to support the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
more coordinated, streamlined federal processes for siting and transmission.

•	 Engage the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to communicate the Coalition’s 
priorities and build a dialogue on priority wind energy issues.

•	 Engage the Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Energy to 
communicate	the	Coalition’s	priorities	and	find	areas	to	achieve	mutual	federal	and	
state clean energy goals.

•	 Develop	infrastructure	modernization	recommendations	for	the	first	Federal 
Quadrennial Energy Review by the Obama Administration during 2014. 
This important federal document will set out priorities for key energy system 
opportunities and needs, including the integration of renewables with the grid. State 
recommendations	should	be	reflected	in	this	document.

•	 Support state renewable electricity standards. In many states, these standards have 
come under attack. We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation spread 
by the opposition groups, and support and encourage state energy policies that in-
crease the cost-effective use of renewable energy and diversify our energy resources.

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage	your	active	participation	in	the	Coalition.	The	governors’	unified	voice	
provides essential guidance during national wind energy discussions. 

We would like to thank Governor Kitzhaber for his leadership as the Coalition’s 
chairman last year. The success of Oregon’s renewable energy industries stands as 
an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future of our 
states and the nation.  

We request that you send the name and contact information of your Coalition 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org.

We look forwarding to working with you this year.  

Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard, Chairman  Jay Inslee, Vice Chairman
Governor of South Dakota  Governor of Washington


