
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
 
 

June 24, 2013 
 

The Honorable Ernie Moniz 
Secretary of Energy 
U.S. Department of Energy  
1000 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, DC 20585 
 
Dear Secretary Moniz, 
 
Please accept our congratulations on your confirmation as Secretary of Energy.  
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition is a bipartisan group of 28 governors 
from diverse regions of the nation.  The Coalition was formed to address some 
of the nation’s most pressing needs — jobs, energy, and economic 
development — through the use of domestic renewable energy resources.  We 
share a common interest in the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources — both on shore and off shore.  

 
We look forward to working with you and your colleagues at the U.S. 
Department of Energy, which has made significant contributions to the 
development of the nation’s wind industry.  The governors appreciate DOE’s 
research activities on wind energy technologies, siting, and transmission 
integration conducted by the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy.  The governors also appreciate the essential research and analytical 
work supporting transmission, distribution, and renewables’ integration by the 
Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability. 

 
There are many challenges facing wind energy development despite its strong 
growth over the last few years.  If we are to meet the goals set forth in the 
Department’s 20% Wind by 2030, we need to work collaboratively on 
addressing those challenges. One of the more important challenges is the lack 
of high voltage transmission deployment that threatens state economic 
development and prevents the export of wind energy to other parts of the 
nation.  Expanding and modernizing the transmission system are essential 
components in revitalizing the nation’s economy and creating jobs.  An 
enhanced transmission system benefits all our electricity resources — 
renewable and conventional — through more efficient and reliable movement 
of power along the transmission system. 

 

Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 

 

California 
Gov. Jerry Brown 

 

Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

Delaware 
Gov. Jack Markell 

 

Hawaii 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn 

 
Iowa 

Gov. Terry Branstad 

 
Kansas 

Gov. Sam Brownback 
 

Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear 

 
 

Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley 

 

Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick 

 

Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder 

 

Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 

 

Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock 

 

New Mexico 
Gov. Susana Martinez 

 

New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

 

North Dakota 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple 

 

Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin 

Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett 

 
Rhode Island 

Gov. Lincoln Chafee 
 

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee 

 

 

Oregon 
Gov. John Kitzhaber 

Chairman 
 

South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

Vice Chairman 



 
 
 
 
Wind energy is an important resource for our states.  We are prepared to work 
with you however we can to adopt the best policies for our states and the 
nation.  Please contact us or Larry Pearce, the coalition’s executive director at 
402.651.2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org if we can be of assistance. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
c: Patricia A. Hoffman, Assistant Secretary for the Office of Electricity  
  Delivery and Energy Reliability 
 David Danielson, Assistant Secretary for Energy Efficiency and   
  Renewable Energy 
 Heather Zichal, Deputy Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate  
  Change 
  
 
	  


