
 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Mike Beebe 
 Governor of Arkansas 

250 State Capitol Bldg. 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

 
Dear Governor Beebe: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects. 
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record. In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015. The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013. Here are two of 
those challenges: 

Oregon 
Gov. John Kitzhaber 

Chairman 
 

South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

Vice Chairman 

Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 

 

California 
Gov. Jerry Brown 

 

Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

 

Hawaii 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn 

Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad 

 

Kansas 
Gov. Sam Brownback 

 

Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear 

 
 

Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley 

 

Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick 

 

Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder 

 

Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 

 

Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock 

 

New Mexico 
Gov. Susana Martinez 

 

New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

 

North Dakota 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple 

 

Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin 

Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett 

 
Rhode Island 

Gov. Lincoln Chafee 
 

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee 

 

 



 
 

• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations. For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources. The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition. The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year. Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor. The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 
of our states and the nation. Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Jerry Brown 
 Governor of California 

State Capitol, 1st Fl. 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Dear Governor Brown: 
 
 The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 
polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013. Here are two of 
those challenges: 

Oregon 
Gov. John Kitzhaber 

Chairman 
 

South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

Vice Chairman 

Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 

 

California 
Gov. Jerry Brown 

 

Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

 

Hawaii 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn 

Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad 

 

Kansas 
Gov. Sam Brownback 

 

Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear 

 
 

Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley 

 

Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick 

 

Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder 

 

Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 

 

Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock 

 

New Mexico 
Gov. Susana Martinez 

 

New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

 

North Dakota 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple 

 

Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin 

Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett 

 
Rhode Island 

Gov. Lincoln Chafee 
 

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee 

 

 



 
 

• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 
of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable John Hickenlooper 
 Governor of Colorado 

136 State Capitol Bldg. 
Denver, CO 80203-1792 

 
Dear Governor Hickenlooper: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 

Oregon 
Gov. John Kitzhaber 

Chairman 
 

South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

Vice Chairman 

Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 

 

California 
Gov. Jerry Brown 

 

Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

 

Hawaii 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn 

Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad 

 

Kansas 
Gov. Sam Brownback 

 

Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear 

 
 

Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley 

 

Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick 

 

Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder 

 

Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 

 

Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock 

 

New Mexico 
Gov. Susana Martinez 

 

New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

 

North Dakota 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple 

 

Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin 

Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett 

 
Rhode Island 

Gov. Lincoln Chafee 
 

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee 

 

 



 
 

• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Jack Markell 
 Governor of Delaware 

150 William Penn St., 2nd Floor 
Dover, DE 19901 

 
Dear Governor Markell: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 

Oregon 
Gov. John Kitzhaber 

Chairman 
 

South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

Vice Chairman 

Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 

 

California 
Gov. Jerry Brown 

 

Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

 

Hawaii 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn 

Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad 

 

Kansas 
Gov. Sam Brownback 

 

Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear 

 
 

Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley 

 

Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick 

 

Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder 

 

Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 

 

Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock 

 

New Mexico 
Gov. Susana Martinez 

 

New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

 

North Dakota 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple 

 

Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin 

Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett 

 
Rhode Island 

Gov. Lincoln Chafee 
 

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee 

 

 



 
• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 

has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Neil Abercrombie 
 Governor of Hawaii 

State Capitol, 235 South Beretania 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
Dear Governor Abercrombie: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 

Oregon 
Gov. John Kitzhaber 

Chairman 
 

South Dakota 
Gov. Dennis Daugaard 

Vice Chairman 

Arkansas 
Gov. Mike Beebe 

 

California 
Gov. Jerry Brown 

 

Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper 

 

Hawaii 
Gov. Neil Abercrombie 

 

Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn 

Iowa 
Gov. Terry Branstad 

 

Kansas 
Gov. Sam Brownback 

 

Kentucky 
Gov. Steve Beshear 

 
 

Maryland 
Gov. Martin O’Malley 

 

Massachusetts 
Gov. Deval Patrick 

 

Michigan 
Gov. Rick Snyder 

 

Minnesota 
Gov. Mark Dayton 

 

Montana 
Gov. Steve Bullock 

 

New Mexico 
Gov. Susana Martinez 

 

New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

 

North Dakota 
Gov. Jack Dalrymple 

 

Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin 

Pennsylvania 
Gov. Tom Corbett 

 
Rhode Island 

Gov. Lincoln Chafee 
 

Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee 

 

 



 
 

• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Terry Branstad 
 Governor of Iowa 

State Capitol Bldg. 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

 
Dear Governor Branstad: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Pat Quinn 
 Governor of Illinois 

207 State Capitol Bldg. 
Springfield, IL 62706 

 
Dear Governor Quinn: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Sam Brownback 
 Governor of Kansas 

Two State Capitol 
Topeka, KS 66612-1590 

 
Dear Governor Brownback: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Steve Beshear 
 Governor of Kentucky 

700 State Capitol, Suite 100 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

 
Dear Governor Beshear: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Deval Patrick 
 Governor of Massachussetts 

State House 
Boston, MA 02133 

 
Dear Governor Patrick: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects. 
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Martin O'Malley 
 Governor of Maryland 

State House, 100 State Circle 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

 
Dear Governor O'Malley: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Rick Snyder 
 Governor of Michigan 

Olds Plaza P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, MI 48909 

 
Dear Governor Snyder: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.   The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Mark Dayton 
 Governor of Minnesota 

130 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
Dear Governor Dayton: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 

Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 
recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Steve Bullock 
 Governor of Montana 

204 State Capitol 
Helena, MT 59620 

 
Dear Governor Bullock: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 

Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 
recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Jack Dalrymple 
 Governor of North Dakota 

State Capitol, 600 E. Boulevard Ave. 
Bismark, ND 58505-0001 

 
Dear Governor Dalrymple: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  
 

We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 
encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Susana Martinez 
 Governor of New Mexico 

State Capitol Bldg. 
Santa Fe, NM 87503 

 
Dear Governor Martinez: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind industry 
has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and policy foundation by 
adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards and other innovative energy 
policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, which passed renewable energy 
requirements years ago, laid the foundation for the nation’s wind industry.  However, in 
many states those standards have come under attack this year by outside special interest 
groups that seek their repeal or rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the 
misinformation these special interest groups spread and support and encourage the 
adoption and expansion of the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable 
energy. 

 
• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission development 

has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind generation in the 
nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of transmission development.  

 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s governors or 
our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient and reliable power 
systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity sources.  Without timely 
transmission development, economic growth in our states will falter much as it would if 
we did not maintain the interstate highway system in our states.  The Coalition will 
inform members of Congress of the link between transmission growth and state economic 
development so members have a better understanding of and more supportive attitude 
toward national policies that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state 
boundaries. 

 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable policy 

recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, set forth 
practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy resources.  The 
governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on national policy discussions in 
Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial 
leadership is critically important if our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind 
energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors offer 
provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the Coalition’s 

chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy development in Iowa 
when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s renewable energy industries 
stands as an example of what visionary leadership and innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Andrew Cuomo 
 Governor of New York 

State Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224 

 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on  federal 
land by 2015. The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Mary Fallin 
 Governor of Oklahoma 

212 State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 
Dear Governor Fallin: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on  federal 
land by 2015. The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable John Kitzhaber 
 Governor of Oregon 

160 State Capitol, 900 Court Street 
Salem, OR 97301-4047 

 
Dear Governor Kitzhaber: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on  federal 
land by 2015. The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Tom Corbett 
 Governor of Pennsylvania 

225 Main Capitol Bldg. 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

 
Dear Governor Corbett: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Lincoln Chafee 
 Governor of Rhode Island 

State House 
Providence, RI 02903 

 
Dear Governor Chafee: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on  federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Dennis Daugaard 
 Governor of South Dakota 

State Capitol, 500 E. Capitol Ave. 
Pierre, SD 57501-5070 

 
Dear Governor Daugaard: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

 
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013.  The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid.  Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on  federal 
land by 2015.  The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
February 5, 2013 
 

 The Honorable Jay Inslee 
 Governor of Washington 

Legislative Bldg, .P.O. Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 

 
Dear Governor Inslee: 

 
The Governors’ Wind Energy Coalition promotes practical national and state 

polices that support economic development and energy innovation in every region of the 
nation.  As the new chairman and vice chairman of the Coalition, we want to share with 
you some of the Coalition’s achievements, identify a few of the major challenges ahead, 
and encourage your continuing support of this important work.  Here are a few of last 
year’s accomplishments in the wind power sector: 

  
• In the waning hours of 2012, Congress passed the wind energy Production Tax 

Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credits for community and offshore projects.  
As signed by President Obama, the PTC covers all wind projects that start 
construction in 2013. The Coalition’s support for the PTC and your individual 
efforts were instrumental in the PTC’s passage. 

 
• During the early morning this spring, with a steady breeze blowing down the 

Rocky Mountains, Colorado’s biggest utility set a U.S. record — nearly 57 
percent of the electricity being generated was coming from wind power.  

 
• Texas broke its own wind power record.  In November, wind turbines throughout 

the state contributed 26 percent of the load on the grid. Texas is still home to the 
nation’s largest wind power industry and is a major manufacturer of wind 
equipment. 

 
• U.S. wind power developers installed a record number of turbines in 2012. The 

U.S. wind industry surpassed 50,000MW of generation capacity — enough to 
power 13 million homes. 

 
• The Obama Administration approved the largest wind farm in North America that 

will allow the nation to meet a goal set forth in the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to 
approve roughly 10,000 megawatts of new renewable energy projects on  federal 
land by 2015. The project will be in southwest Wyoming. 

 
Even though Congress passed the PTC, the wind industry continues to face 

significant national policy challenges that we must address during 2013.  Here are two of 
those challenges: 
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• Support the Expansion of State Renewable Energy Policies. The nation’s wind 
industry has flourished because the states have provided the leadership and 
policy foundation by adopting progressive state renewable electricity standards 
and other innovative energy policies.  Innovative states such as Iowa and Texas, 
which passed renewable energy requirements years ago, laid the foundation for 
the nation’s wind industry.  However, in many states those standards have come 
under attack this year by outside special interest groups that seek their repeal or 
rollback.  We must be vigilant and responsive to the misinformation these special 
interest groups spread and support and encourage the adoption and expansion of 
the state energy policies that increase the use of renewable energy. 
 

• Expedite National Transmission Development. The lack of transmission 
development has curtailed wind energy development and manufacturing.  Wind 
generation in the nation’s wind rich states has slowed because of the lack of 
transmission development.  
 
Transmission is a challenge that needs to be addressed today by the nation’s 
governors or our states risk falling behind global competitors with more efficient 
and reliable power systems that optimize the use of all cost effective electricity 
sources.  Without timely transmission development, economic growth in our 
states will falter much as it would if we did not maintain the interstate highway 
system in our states.  The Coalition will inform members of Congress of the link 
between transmission growth and state economic development so members have 
a better understanding of and more supportive attitude toward national policies 
that facilitate transmission initiatives extending beyond state boundaries. 
 
Over the past several years, the Coalition has developed a number of valuable 

policy recommendations.  For example, our 2010 recommendations, Great Expectations, 
set forth practical approaches to expand the development of the nation’s wind energy 
resources.  The governors’ recommendations had a tremendous positive impact on 
national policy discussions in Congress. The success of the Coalition’s work 
demonstrates that strong and focused gubernatorial leadership is critically important if 
our nation is to make progress in advancing national wind energy development policies.  

 
We look forward to working with previous and new Coalition governors, and we 

encourage your active participation in the Coalition.  The unified voice we governors 
offer provides significant guidance during national wind energy discussions.  

 
We would like to thank Governor Terry Branstad for his leadership as the 

Coalition’s chairman last year.  Governor Branstad had a vision for renewable energy 
development in Iowa when he served his first terms as governor.  The success of Iowa’s 
renewable energy industries stands as an example of what visionary leadership and 
innovative state policy can accomplish. 



 
 
Working together, we can continue to strengthen the energy and economic future 

of our states and the nation.  Because of the large number of new governors and staff 
turnover, we request that you send the name and contact information of your 
representative at your earliest convenience to the Coalition’s Executive Director, Larry 
Pearce at 402-651-2948 or larry@governorscoalition.org. 

 
We look forwarding to working with you. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Kitzhaber, Chairman Dennis Daugaard, Vice Chairman 
and Governor of Oregon and Governor of South Dakota 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


