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Dear Governor Bentley:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Dear Governor Walker:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Dear Governor Ducey:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Dear Governor Hutchinson:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Jerry Brown
Office of the Governor
State Capitol
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Dear Governor Brown:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo
Chair
Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback
Vice Chair
Arkansas
Gov. Asa Hutchinson
California
Gov. Jerry Brown
Colorado
Gov. John Hickenlooper
Delaware
Gov. John Carney
Hawaii
Gov. David Ige
Illinois
Gov. Bruce Rauner
Iowa
Gov. Terry Branstad
Kentucky
Gov. Matt Bevin
Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan
Massachusetts
Gov. Charlie Baker
Minnesota
Gov. Mark Dayton
Montana
Gov. Steve Bullock
New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
North Dakota
Gov. Doug Burgum
Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown
Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf
South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard
Virginia
Gov. Terry McAuliffe
Washington
Gov. Jay Inslee

February 13, 2017
Honorable John Hickenlooper
Office of the Governor
136 State Capitol
Denver, CO 80203-1792
Dear Governor Hickenlooper:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo
Chair
Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback
Vice Chair
Arkansas
Gov. Asa Hutchinson
California
Gov. Jerry Brown
Colorado
Gov. John Hickenlooper
Delaware
Gov. John Carney
Hawaii
Gov. David Ige
Illinois
Gov. Bruce Rauner
Iowa
Gov. Terry Branstad
Kentucky
Gov. Matt Bevin
Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan
Massachusetts
Gov. Charlie Baker
Minnesota
Gov. Mark Dayton
Montana
Gov. Steve Bullock
New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
North Dakota
Gov. Doug Burgum
Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown
Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf
South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard
Virginia
Gov. Terry McAuliffe
Washington
Gov. Jay Inslee

February 13, 2017
Honorable Dan Malloy
Office of the Governor
210 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 06106
Dear Governor Malloy:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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February 13, 2017
Honorable John Carney
Office of the Governor
Dover, DE 19901
Dear Governor Carney:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org

Rhode Island
Gov. Gina M. Raimondo
Chair
Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback
Vice Chair
Arkansas
Gov. Asa Hutchinson

February 13, 2017
Honorable Rick Scott
Office of the Governor
PL 05 The Capitol
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

California
Gov. Jerry Brown
Colorado
Gov. John Hickenlooper
Delaware
Gov. John Carney
Hawaii
Gov. David Ige
Illinois
Gov. Bruce Rauner
Iowa
Gov. Terry Branstad
Kentucky
Gov. Matt Bevin
Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan
Massachusetts
Gov. Charlie Baker
Minnesota
Gov. Mark Dayton
Montana
Gov. Steve Bullock
New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
North Dakota
Gov. Doug Burgum
Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown
Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf
South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard
Virginia
Gov. Terry McAuliffe
Washington
Gov. Jay Inslee

Dear Governor Scott:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Nathan Deal
Office of the Governor
203 State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334
Dear Governor Deal:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Ige:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Otter:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Rauner:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Holcomb:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Terry Branstad
Office of the Governor
1007 East Grand Ave
Des Moines, Iowa 50319
Dear Governor Branstad:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Brownback:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Matt Bevin
Office of the Governor
700 Capitol Ave., Suite 100
Frankfort, KY 40601
Dear Governor Bevin:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
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February 13, 2017
Honorable John Bel Edwards
Office of the Governor
P. O. Box 94004
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9004
Dear Governor Edwards:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Paul LePage
Office of the Governor
#1 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
Dear Governor LePage:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honroable Larry Hogan
Office of the Governor
State House
100 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401
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Dear Governor Hogan:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Charlie Baker
Office of the Governor
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Dear Governor Baker:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Rick Snyder
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
Dear Governor Snyder:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Dayton:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Phil Bryant
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 139
Jackson, MS 39205
Dear Governor Bryant:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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Dear Governor Greitens:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Steve Bullock
Office of the Governor
State Capitol
Helena, MT 59620-0801
Dear Governor Bullock:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Pete Ricketts
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 94848
Lincoln, NE 68509-4848
Dear Governor Ricketts:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Brian Sandoval
Office of the Governor
Capitol Building
Carson City, NV 89701
Dear Governor Sandoval:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Chris Sununu
Office of the Governor
107 North Main Street, Room 208
Concord, NH 03301
Dear Governor Sununu:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Honorable Chris Christie
Office of the Governor
The State House
P.O. Box 001
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Dear Governor Christie:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Office of the Governor
State Capitol
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California
Gov. Jerry Brown
Colorado
Gov. John Hickenlooper
Delaware
Gov. John Carney
Hawaii
Gov. David Ige
Illinois
Gov. Bruce Rauner
Iowa
Gov. Terry Branstad
Kentucky
Gov. Matt Bevin
Maryland
Gov. Larry Hogan
Massachusetts
Gov. Charlie Baker
Minnesota
Gov. Mark Dayton
Montana
Gov. Steve Bullock
New York
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
North Dakota
Gov. Doug Burgum
Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown
Pennsylvania
Gov. Tom Wolf
South Dakota
Gov. Dennis Daugaard
Virginia
Gov. Terry McAuliffe
Washington
Gov. Jay Inslee

Dear Governor Martinez:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Andrew Cuomo
Office of the Governor
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224
Dear Governor Cuomo:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Ray Cooper
Office of the Governor
20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301
Dear Governor Cooper:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Burgum:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Kasich:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Fallin:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor Brown:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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Dear Governor Wolf:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Ricardo Rossello
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 9020082
San Juan, PR 00902-0082
Dear Governor Rossello:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Gina Raimondo
Office of the Governor
State House
Providence, RI 02903
Dear Governor Raimondo:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Henry McMaster
Office of the Governor
1205 Pendleton Street
Columbia, SC 29201
Dear Governor McMaster:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Dennis Daugaard
Office of the Governor
500 East Capitol Street
Pierre, SD 57501
Dear Governor Daugaard:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Bill Haslam
Office of the Governor
Tennessee State Capitol
Nashville, TN 37243-0001
Dear Governor Haslam:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Greg Abbott
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 12428
Austin, TX 78711
Dear Governor Abbott:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
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Office of the Governor
Utah State Capitol
Suite 200
Salt Lake City, UT 84114
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Dear Governor Herbert:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Office of the Governor
109 State Street
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Dear Governor Shumlin:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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Dear Governor McAuliffe:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Jay Inslee
Office of the Governor
P.O. Box 40002
Olympia, WA 98504-0002
Dear Governor Inslee:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Jim Justice
Office of the Governor
1900 Kanawha Street
Charleston, WV 25305
Dear Governor Justice:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas
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Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Scott Walker
Office of the Governor
115 East State Capitol
Madison, WI 53707
Dear Governor Walker:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

2200 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 102-22
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3324
Phone 402 651-2948
www.GovernorsWindEnergyCoalion.org
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February 13, 2017
Honorable Matthew Mead
Office of the Governor
State Capitol Building
Room 124
Cheyenne, WY 82002
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Dear Governor Mead:
As the New Year starts, we want to share good news about what our fellow governors
have accomplished.
Several years ago, the Coalition published a report entitled Renewable Electricity
Standards: State Success Stories. The preface begins,
This is a story of how visionary leadership and good policy can lift the nation’s states to a
higher level of economic prosperity by diversifying electricity generation and reducing the
risk of price spikes for consumers and businesses. It is a story of how successful bipartisan
collaboration can result in strong policy initiatives that benefit generations of Americans.
Recent reports by the U.S. Department of Energy’s National Laboratories this month
confirm once again that gubernatorial and legislative leadership is creating thousands
of jobs and providing enormous environmental benefits. There are now 29 states with
renewable portfolio standards (RPS), and those states are benefiting as a result. Nearly
60 percent of new renewable electricity capacity since 2000 is directly linked to state
RPS requirements. The total renewable electricity demand under the collective state
RPS policies is expected to double by 2030.
Iowa is among the states that laid the foundation for today’s renewable energy industries.
In 1983, Iowa Governor Terry Branstad signed the nation’s first renewable energy
standard. More than 30 years later, Iowa will soon generate more than 40 percent of its
energy from wind and solar energy. Rhode Island extended and expanded its Renewable
Energy Standard law requirements in June 2016 by requiring 38.5 percent renewables
by 2035.
Here are a few other recent examples of state renewable energy leadership:
•	In Illinois, Governor Bruce Rauner signed into law last month a bill that set Illinois’
RPS at 25 percent by 2025, largely achievable with wind and solar energy.

•	In Michigan, Governor Rick Snyder signed into law legislation that raises the state’s renewable portfolio standard from the current 10 percent to 15 percent by 2021.
•	In Ohio, Governor John Kasich vetoed legislation that would have made Ohio’s RPS ineffective. In his
veto message, he said the bill would curtail “progress by taking away some of those energy generation
options, particularly the very options most prized by the companies poised to create many jobs in Ohio
in the coming year.”
•	South Dakota, Kansas, Oklahoma, North Dakota, Minnesota, Idaho, Colorado, and Oregon are just a
few of the states that are now generating 10 percent or more of their electricity from renewable energy
sources.
It is our hope that the new Administration and Congress will recognize the vital role that renewable
energy now plays in our states’ economies — creating jobs and strengthening national security. As the
nation’s governors have demonstrated, strong state renewable energy policies support the energy growth
our nation needs.
Sincerely,

Gina M. Raimondo
Chair and
Governor of Rhode Island

Sam Brownback
Vice Chair and
Governor of Kansas

